
Community Composting

People Power in the BIG Scheme of 
Things



Grow. Eat. Compost. Local.

Youth Programs      Community      Design      Education



Hierarchy to Reduce Food Waste 
and Grow Community

1. Prevention and Reduction

2. Feed Hungry People and Animals

3. Home Composting

4. Small-scale and Decentralized Systems

5. Medium-scale and Locally Based Systems

6. Centralized or Anaerobic Digestion

7. Mixed Waste Mechanically Processed

8. Landfill or Incinerator



Think about all the opportunities!
Small-scale and local

Create and use compost as close 
to the source as possible, 
decreasing fossil-fuel emissions, 
material storage times, and 
infrastructure costs..

Diverse methods

Achieving zero-waste goals 
through composting on-site, in 
backyards, at community gardens, 
schools, and civic centers.

Community benefit

Organic material used as 
community asset and programs 
provide critical education, buy-in, 
local jobs, food production, and 
green spaces.

Closed-loop system

Resource recovery programs 
where food scraps stay in the 
community to make healthy soil 
and grow more food locally.



The trend is to make policies that 
favor only BIG solutions.



How do we address small and 
medium scale solutions, too?

Backyard 
composting

Large-scale 
composting

Compost education organizations

Schools                    Small-scale

Farmer’s Markets        Medium-scale

On-Site                Neighborhood-level

Farm cooperatives           Nonprofit

Self haulers               Worker cooperatives

Urban farms and food systems



● Have fun: Meet monthly, eat food, build community!

● Learn about the law: You’ll become a compost law expert! 

● Build policy advocacy skills: Learn about lawmaking!

● Advocate and change laws: Identify advocacy priorities, give 
input to state agencies currently writing regulations, and maybe 
even write some local ordinances!

● Celebrate successes! Celebrate failures! Celebrate the right to 
make people-powered soil!

Organize Soil Policy Teams
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Organic material 
from:

Transported by: To: Composted by: Nourishing soil and 
life:

Farmers markets Bike Small compost site Worms On farms

Grocery
stores

Car Neighbor’s yard Bokashi Urban landscapes

Homes Push-cart Nearby
farm

Aerated pile In gardens

Gardens Small truck Community garden Anaerobic digestion On rangeland

Organics on the Move in Oakland
Mapping our Ecosystem



CalRecycle: SB 1383 Exemptions
There was explicit language added in Articles 3, 4, 5, and 7 
(and hopefully 17)  that states:
(1) A hauler that is consistent with Article 1, Chapter 9, Part 2, Division 30, 
commencing with Section 41950 of the Public Resources Code, transporting 
source separated organic waste to a community composting site.

Nothing in this section allows a jurisdiction to:
(1) prohibit a generator from preventing or reducing waste generation, 
managing organic waste on-site, or using a community composting 
site, or 

(2) prohibit compliance with the other requirements to promote and 
provide information to generators about waste prevention, community 
composting, managing organic waste on-site, and other means of 
recovering organic waste.

https://law.justia.com/codes/california/2018/code-prc/division-30/part-2/chapter-9/article-1/


BAAQMD Rule 13-2: Composting
Exemptions for small-scale and community compost projects:
Backyard and Community Composting: This Rule shall not apply to any person 
conducting backyard or community composting provided that the total amount of 
organic material and compost onsite at any one time does not exceed 100 cubic yards in 
volume or occupy a total of more than 750 square feet in area.

Limited Exemption, Specific Composting Operations: A facility owner or operator is 
exempt from the requirements of Sections 13-2-301 through 305 for the following 
operations:

● Agricultural Composting: Composting at an agricultural source [as defined in 
Regulation 2, Rule 1] provided such sources process less than 500 tons per year of 
organic material derived from non-agricultural operations;

● Recreational Facilities Composting: Composting at a recreational facility, provided 
that the total amount of organic material and compost onsite at any one time does 
not exceed 100 cubic yards or occupy more than 750 square feet.



Best Management Practices
❏ Temperature: Monitoring every few days to ensure that temperature does not exceed 160.
❏ Pile geometry: Compost piles do not exceed 5 feet in height, to avoid overheating.
❏ Moisture: Monitoring to ensure that moisture levels are between 40 and 70%.
❏ Cover: Material remains covered by a 6-inch layer of finished compost, a tarp, cardboard, or a 

Gore cover, or it’s completely contained.
❏ Feedstock: Feedstock is limited to vegetative material, green material, and paper.
❏ C:N Ratio: Composters are trained on and strive toward a carbon-to-nitrogen ratio of no less 

than 20:1, though precise measurement is not required.
❏ Stockpiling: No more than an insubstantial amount of organic material is stockpiled prior to 

being incorporated into compost piles, and stockpiling does not exceed one week.
❏ Dust reduction: Water is added to piles before turning, to reduce dust.
❏ Aeration: Bottom aeration or other forced aeration is used for static piles, or a pile is turned a 

minimum of three times during the active composting phase.
We’d also suggest developing different BMPs for other methods of composting, including 
bokashi, vermicomposting, anaerobic, and other methods as they become more common.
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Volunteers Education Hauling Collection

Get dirty, San Diego!



Egg-cellent work, Los Angeles!

Schools Jobs Local Hubs



Rot on, Sacramento!

Bikes Training Science



Lettuce discuss and dig deeper!

●What is community composting like in your area?

●What resources would be helpful?

●Who is ready to start a local Soil Policy Team?!



Kourtnii Brown
Founder and Director, Common Compost
Project Director, CA Alliance for Community Composting
kbrown@commoncompost.org

Thank you and ROT ON!
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